
No cycling guide would be complete

without a discussion of dogs. All too

often, “Man's Best Friend” becomes a

cyclist's worst enemy. Typically, the

dog sees you as a threat to his/her 

territory and gives chase. Often,

however, the chase ends when you get

to what the dog sees as the property

line. Here are some tips for dealing

with a dog that comes after you:

• If the dog has bothered you in the

past and continues to be a problem,

let the authorities know. Call

Animal Control. They should cite

the owner for letting the dog run

loose. 

• In a surprise encounter, there are

many different approaches: some

people yell “NO;” some speak

quietly; some  dismount and walk,

holding their bikes as shields;

some squirt water or a spray 

solution; some throw rocks; some

even try to outrun the dog—not

usually the best idea since it helps

teach the dog to chase bikes. 

The approach you use depends on the

situation, the dog (Pit Bull vs. friendly

mutt, for example) and how comfort-

able you are with strange dogs.

Whatever you do, don't show fear.

Bicycle ridership is increasing in North
Carolina.  More and more people are bik-
ing for transportation, recreation and
health.  At the same time, urban traffic has
become more congested and once-quiet
country roads now carry high volumes of
commuter traffic generated by rapid
development in rural areas.  As a result,
conflicts between bicyclists and motorists
have increased.  That's why it's important
for both bicyclists and motorists to learn
how to “Share the Road”.

North Carolina law defines a bicycle as a
vehicle, thus granting bicycle riders the
same rights and duties as the drivers of
other vehicles.  These rights and duties are
addressed in more detail earlier in this
publication and also in A Guide to North
Carolina Bicycle and Pedestrian Laws,

which is online at www.ncdot.org/transit/
bicycle/laws/resources/BikePedLaws
Guidebook-Part-1.pdf. 

In general, for bicyclists, sharing the road
means:

• Riding on the right-hand side of the road,
in the same direction as other traffic  

• Obeying all traffic signs and signals

• Properly signaling all movements,
while making sure that such move-
ments can be made safely

• Yielding to other drivers and ped-
estrians, as appropriate, at intersections,
alleys and traffic circles 

• Moving to the right to allow lawfully
operated overtaking vehicles to safely
pass, and not increasing your speed
until completely passed

What about dogs?

Share the road
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1. Make notes: Get the license num-
ber, a description of the car and, if
possible, a good look at the people
involved. 

2. Don't provoke the motorist:
Drivers who harass bicyclists could be

unpredictable. If you start something,

you may find yourself in more trouble

than you want. It's best to keep your

temper, concentrate on observing, and

live to ride another day. 

3. Call the police: As soon as possible,
report the incident to the Highway
Patrol, sheriff or local police. But
don't stop there. Also file a 
complaint with the city or county 
attorney's office. Your efforts may
save another cyclist a lot of grief.

Our streets and highways are becoming more
crowded every day. Therefore, it is necessary
that motorists and bicyclists know and practice

the rules of the road. You should always be
aware of the traffic around you and be prepared
for emergency situations.
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It is important to obey all traffic laws and
ride in a predictable manner to increase
motorists' cooperation and create a posi-
tive perception of bicyclists as road users.
Too often, bicyclists do not behave as 
prudent vehicle operators, thus angering
motorists and contributing to the image of
bicyclists as “scoff-laws”.

On the other hand, most motorists are
not aware that bicyclists have a right to
be on the road and that they should
“Share the Road”. In extreme cases,
motorists have been known to intention-
ally harass bicyclists by trying to run
them off the road, throwing things at
them or committing other unlawful acts.  

Since a bicycle is defined as a vehicle,
motorists are required to take the actions
described below when encountering bicy-
clists on the roadway.  The reference num-
bers for the statutes are noted in brackets
and the full text can be referenced online at
www.ncleg.net/gascripts/statutes/
statutestoc.pl.

Relevant to sharing the road, the North
Carolina motor vehicle laws require
motorists to:

• Signal movements when starting,
stopping or turning, taking care that
such a movement can be made safely;
and, giving a clearly audible signal
whenever the operation of any other
vehicle may be affected [20-154]

• Yield the right-of-way, as required, at
an intersection, alley or traffic circle
[GS 20-155] and [20-156]

• Leave a minimum of two feet of clear-
ance when passing a bicyclist on the
left and not move back to the right
until safely past the overtaken bicycle
[GS 20-149]

• Not pass on the crest of a hill or at a
curve in the road where the driver
cannot see at least 500 feet ahead
[GS 20-150] 

Drivers are urged to watch for cyclists
on the road and take the following
precautions.

1. Wait until the cyclist has cleared the
intersection before making a turn to
the right or left. The most common
error for an automobile driver is to
make a left turn directly into the
path of an oncoming cyclist without
seeing him until it is too late to stop.
Don't make a right turn in front of a
bicyclist you have just passed.  He
or she may be forced to stop quick-
ly and could lose control of the
bicycle, causing a crash. 

2. When passing a cyclist, slow down
and make sure the rider is aware of
your presence. Leave plenty of room
between the rider and your vehicle.
If there is no room to pass because
traffic is approaching, wait until it
has gone by, and then pass. 

3. Be careful in trying to judge the speed

of a bicycle. A bicycle may be travel-

ing faster than you think. Automobile

drivers sometimes cut in front of a

bicyclist too soon because  they have

not judged their speed properly. 

4. Be alert for the cyclist who suddenly

swerves or turns in front of you with

little or no warning. Cyclists some-

times wait until the last second to

move to the center of the roadway to

make a left turn.

5. At night, do not assume that

cyclists will always have lights and 

reflectors. Be alert for them. When

meeting an oncoming cyclist,

always dim your lights.
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The “Share the Road” yellow/green warning sign,
has been erected along certain roads to alert
motorists to the possible presence of bicyclists.
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